AGENDA
2026 National Council of Space Grant Directors Fall Meeting
August 31 - September 2, 2026
Embassy Suites by Hilton
555 South 10th Street, Omaha, NE, 68102

Sunday, August 30, 2026

1:00-3:00 p.m.

3:15-6:15 p.m.

5:30-7:00 p.m.
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Evening

Registration, Conference Center Registration Desk, Embassy Suites

Industry Reception and Tour: Grain Weevil

e 10327 Chandler Circle, Suite 200, La Vista, NE 68128

e Limited Seating on Provided Transportation: Sign Up Here by Aug. 15

e Guests are welcome to drive or take a rideshare. Free parking at the facility

e 3:15 p.m. Trolley departs Embassy Suites; 3:45 p.m. Trolley arrives at Grain Weevil
e 5:45 p.m. Trolley departs Grain Weevil; 6:15 p.m. Trolley arrives at Embassy Suites

Free Embassy Suites Reception for Hotel Guests
Registration, Conference Center Registration Desk, Embassy Suites
Dinner on Your Own: The Old Market offers dining options near the hotel

Monday, August 31, 2026

6:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m.
9:20 a.m.

10:20 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

11:15a.m.
11:30 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Embassy Suites Free Breakfast for Hotel Guests
Registration, Conference Center Registration Desk, Embassy Suites

Welcome and Land Acknowledgment:

e National Space Grant Welcome: Matthew Bernards (ID)

e Nebraska Space Grant Welcome: Michaela Lucas (NE)

e Omaha Welcome: The Honorable John Ewing, Jr., Mayor of Omaha

e Indigenous Land Acknowledgment: Steven Tamayo, Bluebird Cultural Initiative
State Attendee Introductions: NE, ID, IA, SC, KS, SD, CO, ND, VT
NASA Introductions and Overview Remarks: Elaine Ho & Torry Johnson (NASA)

Networking Break

State Attendee Introductions: HI, AK, CA, WA, OR, NV, MT, WY, UT

Igniting Curiosity: Free STEAM & Space Resources from Club for the Future: Kristen Yip
(Blue Origin’s Club for the Future)

Breaking Orbit: A New Approach to Collaboration: Jill Meyers (Q Station)

Dragonfly Outreach: Science Fiction to Exploration Reality: Troy Cline (Johns Hopkins
University APL)

From Grain Bins to Space: The Unexpected NASA Connection: Chad Johnson (Founder

and CEO of Grain Weevil)



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D44A8AC2EA46-65102975-grain
https://oldmarket.com/
https://mayors-office.cityofomaha.org/meet-the-mayor/
https://www.bluebirdculturalinitiative.org/
https://www.qstation.tech/
https://grainweevil.com/

12:25 p.m.

1:20 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:15 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
3:25 p.m.
3:40 p.m.

4:00 p.m.
4:25 p.m.

4:55 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
Evening

Lunch: Hotel Atrium

e Backyard BBQ (items subject to change): Salad, Buttered Sweet Corn, Cowboy Baked
Beans with Bacon, Fried Spiced Potato Wedges, BBQ Chicken Breast, Omaha Steaks
% Pound Beef Burgers, Brioche Buns, Brownies, and Caramel Apple Pie

State Attendee Introductions: AZ, NM, MN, TX, OK, MO, AR, LA

SG Updates, Operations Overview, TC/CC Tiger Team: Gamaliel Cherry (NASA)

NASA Communication to Space Grants: Deepika Sangam (NASA)

Financial Flip Discussion: Matthew McGuire & Deepika Sangam (NASA)

Networking Break

State Attendee Introductions: MS, AL, FL, TN, KY, GA, NC, VA, DC

Space Grant Foundation Update: Frank McDonald (Foundation CEO) & Shawna McBride

(WY)

Overview of Strategy Session Debrief: Matthew Bernards (ID)

Strategic Implementation Working Group Breakouts - Get Organized

e Alumni: Denise Thorsen (AK) & Cass Runyon (5C)

e Engaging Communication / Brand / Website / Visibility Campaign: Colleen Fava (LA)
& Catherine Lanier (OR)

e Industry Partnerships: Barbra Sobhani (CO) & Chris Carter (VA)

Announcements: Matthew Bernards (ID)

Adjourn

Free Embassy Suites Reception for Hotel Guests (until 7:00 p.m.)
Dinner on Your Own: The Old Market offers dining options near the hotel

Tuesday, September 1, 2026

6:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

10:25 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Embassy Suites Free Breakfast for Hotel Guests
Registration, Conference Center Registration Desk, Embassy Suites

NASA Internships: Valerie Ellis (NASA)

SpaceMira: Surgical Robots in Space: Rachael Wagner (Assistant Professor & Former
Nebraska Space Grant Fellow, University of Nebraska-Lincoln)

Communication Tiger Teams: Megan Candeleria (WY) & Brie Farina (Ml)

Eclipse Teams Report: Angela Des Jardins (MT) & Matthew Bernards (ID)

Networking Break

State Attendee Introductions: PR, MD, WV, DE, PA, CT, NY, MA, ME

National Space Grant Alliance: Dale Thomas (AL)

Strategic Implementation Working Group — Action Plans

e Alumni: Denise Thorsen (AK) & Cass Runyon (5C)

e Engaging Communication / Brand / Website / Visibility Campaign: Colleen Fava (LA)
& Catherine Lanier (OR)



https://oldmarket.com/

e Industry Partnerships: Barbra Sobhani (CO) & Chris Carter (VA)

12:30 p.m. Lunch: Hotel Atrium
e Taste of Italy (items subject to change): Caesar Salad, Tomato & Cucumber Salad,
Garlic Breadsticks, Green Beans, Grilled Chicken Marsala, Beef Lasagna, Cheesecake
with Assorted Toppings

1:25 p.m. State Attendee Introductions: IN, OH, WI, NH, NJ, IL, MI, RI

1:35 p.m. Growing the Space Workforce: Arizona Space Grant’s Industry Internship Pilot and
Lessons Learned: Tim Swindle, Michelle Coe, and Anne Boettcher (AZ)

1:50 p.m. National Space Grant Visibility Campaign: Eleanor Bowling (TIG) & Colleen Fava (LA)

2:05 p.m. National Space Grant Evaluation: Angela Larson & Delia Allen (Goldstream Group)

2:20 p.m. Community College / Technical College Solicitation: Gamaliel Cherry (NASA)

2:50 p.m. Technical Officer Updates: David Alexander (NASA)

3:05 p.m. Networking Break

3:30 p.m. Strategic Implementation Working Group Report Out

e Alumni: Denise Thorsen (AK) & Cass Runyon (5C)

e Engaging Communication / Brand / Website / Visibility Campaign: Colleen Fava (LA)
& Catherine Lanier (OR)

e Industry Partnerships: Barbra Sobhani (CO) & Chris Carter (VA)

4:00 p.m. NASA Wrap-Up & Response Session: Gamaliel Cherry (NASA)
4:30 p.m. Open Mic & Regional Meeting Announcements

4:55 p.m. Directions for Trolleys and Zoo Reception: Michaela Lucas (NE)
5:00 p.m. Adjourn

5:30 p.m. Free Embassy Suites Reception for Hotel Guests (until 7:00 p.m.)

An evening at USA Today’s #1 Ranked Zoo

Comfortable attire and walking shoes recommended
There will be a shuttle from the Zoo entrance to our main location at the Truhlsen African Lodge

5:45 p.m. Trolleys Begin Service for Reception at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium

e 5:45 p.m. First Set of Trolleys Depart Hotel for 6:00 p.m. Zoo Arrival

e 6:15 p.m. Second Set of Trolleys Depart Hotel for 6:30 p.m. Zoo Arrival

e Guests are also welcome to drive themselves or take a rideshare. Parking at the Zoo
is free.

6:00- 10 p.m. Reception at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium
e 3701 South 10th Street, Omaha, NE 68107
e The Zoo closes at 5:00 p.m. and will only be open for our guests



https://www.omahazoo.com/
https://www.omahazoo.com/

e Hors d'oeuvres and beverage service at the Truhlsen African Lodge that overlooks
the elephant exhibit and wading pool

e Visit the Elephant Family Quarters throughout the Evening

e Visit the Syd and Betty Cate Giraffe Herd Rooms throughout the Evening

Plus, these exciting events are scheduled for our guests:

e 6:45 p.m. Elephant Keeper Talk in the Elephant Family Quarters

e 7:15 p.m. Ambassador Animals in the African Lodge

e 7:45 p.m. Giraffe Keeper Talk in the Giraffe Herd Room

e 8:15 p.m. Ambassador Animals in the African Lodge

8:30-10 p.m. Trolley Begins Service for Return to Hotel
e 8:30 p.m. Single Trolley Departs Zoo for 8:45 p.m. Hotel Arrival
e 9:00 p.m. Single Trolley Departs Zoo for 9:15 p.m. Hotel Arrival
e 9:30 p.m. Single Trolley Departs Zoo for 9:45 p.m. Hotel Arrival
e 10:00 p.m. Final Trolley Departs Zoo for 10:15 p.m. Hotel Arrival

Wednesday, September 2, 2026
6:00 a.m. Embassy Suites Free Breakfast for Hotel Guests

NASA EPSCoR - All Registered Meeting Attendees Are Welcome to Attend

7:30 a.m. Registration, Conference Center Registration Desk, Embassy Suites
8:00 a.m. Welcome, Announcements, and Introductions: Chip Cole (VT)
8:15a.m. NASA EPSCoR Updates: Dave Berger and Matt Pearce (NASA)

8:45 a.m. EPSCoR Advocacy Update: Leslee Gilbert

9:00 a.m. Discussions of:

e Integration of Space Grant and NASA EPSCoR Programs
e R3 Grants

e RID Augmentation Debrief

e Planning for Next Gen TIMS

9:45 a.m. Other Business
10:00 a.m. Adjourn
10:00 a.m. Box Lunches Available. Choice of:

o Smoked Ham and Pastrami with Swiss Cheese, Sliced Tomatoes, and Lettuce served
on Brioche Roll

e Sliced Smoked Turkey Breast with White Cheddar Cheese, Ripened Tomatoes, and
Lettuce on Ciabatta Bread (a few will be on gluten free bread)

e \Veggie & Hummus Wrap (vg): Lettuce, Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrot, Bell Pepper
and Hummus




